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The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker

House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Madame Speaker:

On behalf of One Voice Against Cancer (OVAC), a collaboration of public interest groups representing the millions of cancer researchers, patients, survivors and their families throughout the nation, thank you for your strong leadership in the war on cancer and for your past efforts to increase funding for cancer research programs at the National Institutes of Health (NIH).  We ask that you continue your support and strongly urge the inclusion of an additional $1.9 billion for the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in the economic recovery package currently being developed.  

The FY 2009 stimulus package is an important first step in halting the decline in progress in the fight against cancer.  While this is a significant amount of money, it pales in comparison to the savings research breakthroughs produce in terms of lower health care costs and caregiver expenses, savings to business and the nation’s overall economy.  This year alone, cancer will claim the lives of more than 565,000 Americans, and will cost our nation $219 billion in lost productivity, human capital, and increased direct medical costs.  

We are mindful of the fiscal challenges faced by the nation and see the investment in biomedical research as an opportunity to aid local economies across the country.  NIH funding supports laboratories that function like small businesses, purchasing goods and services, and employing technical and support staff.  The lack of adequate funding is having a detrimental effect on the local economies where the research is being conducted. According to a recent study by Families USA, on average, in FY 2007, each dollar of NIH funding generated more than twice as much in state economic output. That is, an overall investment of $22.846 billion from NIH generated a total of $50.537 billion in new state business activity in the form of increased output of goods and services.  

Over the past twenty years, we have witnessed tremendous advances in the fight against some types of cancer as a result of our federal commitment to cancer research and control.  This occurred as a result of a long-term commitment of appropriate resources.  While the overall rate of death from cancer has been dropping for more than a decade, for too many people and many of the deadliest cancers, this progress has been incremental, at best.  Further, funding trends over the past five years for cancer research and control are beginning to jeopardize the overall progress we have made. 

After accounting for biomedical inflation, the NIH budget is more than 14 percent below the FY 2003 level.  Inclusion of this additional funding for NIH would benefit local economies and help prevent a reversal of the progress made against cancer and other serious diseases.  The cancer community is extremely grateful for your leadership in the fight against cancer.  OVAC coalition advocates and volunteers are prepared to assist in every way to support increased funding for NIH and cancer research.

Sincerely,

Alliance for Prostate Cancer Prevention

American Academy of Dermatology Association

American Association for Cancer Research (AACR)

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN)

American College of Surgeons

American Society for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology (ASTRO)

Asian and Pacific Islander American Health Forum

Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network (BCAN)

C3: Colorectal Cancer Coalition

Colon Cancer Alliance

CureSearch National Childhood Cancer Foundation

Friends of Cancer Research

Intercultural Cancer Council Caucus (ICCC)

International Myeloma Foundation

Lance Armstrong Foundation

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society

Malecare Prostate Cancer Support

Men’s Health Network

National Alliance for Hispanic Health

National Alliance of State Prostate Cancer Coalitions

National Association of Chronic Disease Directors

National Cervical Cancer Coalition

National Coalition for Cancer Research (NCCR)

National Hispanic Medical Association (NHMA)

National Ovarian Cancer Coalition

National Patient Advocate Foundation

National Prostate Cancer Coalition

Nevada Cancer Institute

Ovarian Cancer National Alliance

Pancreatic Cancer Action Network (PanCAN)

Pennsylvania Prostate Cancer Coalition

Prevent Cancer Foundation

Sarcoma Foundation of America

Society of Gynecologic Oncologists

Society of Surgical Oncology

Susan G. Komen for the Cure Advocacy Alliance

Us TOO International Prostate Cancer Education and Support Network

